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Men and Brethren , - - 134 

T.. Fear many of you come hither rs 
gaze-rather then to be edified-by. the 

© *cartiage andlaſt words ofa dying man, 
butif any have ancar tohear., as 1 hope 
fomeof this great Conflucnce have , I de- 
ſire your audienceas to-afew words: .Lam + 
come hither to lay down. this carthly. ta- 
bernacle and mortal fleſh of mine, and I 
bleſs Ged {do itwillingly,,2nd not by con- 
Rraine., { ay.1 ſuffer. willinglie, if L,had - 

| #73 been 


( 4 
been otherwiſe minded 1 might have made 
2-diverfſion, and nor jbeen a priſoner, - but 
tbeing conſcious to my felf of nothing 
worthy of death er bonds, 1 would not 
ſtain my conſcience with the- ſuſpicion of 
oo | by my withdrawing, Neither 
ave I wanted oppottunity hor advantages 
roeſcape ſince I was a Prifoner : Not by 
the faultof my Keeper, God knows, but 
etherwife. Bur neitherfor this had 1 lighs 
or liberty , lcaſt' I ſhould refle& upon 
the Lords Namie, and offend the Gene- 
ration of the Righteous. © _ 


- Andiftheſe men have not been miſta- 

ken or dcalt decentfullic m telling me fo, 
I inight have-avoiced, not onlic the 'fe- 
yeriry of —_ Seritence-, but alfo dad fa. 
vour. and -countenarice complying 
with the'courſe ofthe rc But yy fa 
redeem my Life with the loſs of my In- 
reprity, God knows 1 durft nor. 


| And thar ſince 1 was 2 Prifoner the 
| Evrd hath lo held me by the hand, thac 


he 


5) 
he never ſuffered me. to bring to debate 
in my inward thoughts, muchleſs to pro- 
rp or hearkento any Overtures in that 


1did judge it better to ſuffer then to 
fin, and therefore! am come hither to laie 
down my life this day, and 1 bleſs God 1 
dicnor as a Fool, notthat 1 have any thing 
wherein to-gloric in my ſelf : 1acknow- 
- Irdgelam a Sinner, yca one of the vileſt 
_ andyreatelt that hath owned a profeſſion . 
of Religion, and oneof themoſt unwor- 
thieft that hath preached rhe Goſpel, my 
Corruptions have been Rrong and manie 
and hath made me a finner- even in all 
things, yeaeven ih followipngmy Dutic: 
 Atd therefore rightcouſneſs have 1 none 
of 'my own , bnt 1 do beleive that 1chis 
Chrift camemmto the World to fave finners 
whereof 1 am the chief, through faith in 
his righteouſneſs and blood, have Fobrain- 
ed mcrcie, and in himand through him- 
alone have | the hopeof a blefled conqueſt 
41d victorie over finand 'fatan ,- and hell 
anddeath , and that] thall attainunto _ 
| Relur- 


| 6) 
ReſurreRionof the juſt and be made a 
pertaker of eternal life, 1know, whom:7 - 
bave beleived, and heis able ro. keep that 
which I have commitred ro him. againſt 
hatday.., ©: 77 abut ti; 
1 have preached Salvation through his 
name, and as I have Preached fo 1 be- 
lieve, and do commend the riches of 
his free graceand faich 1n_ his blood unto 
youall, as the onely way whereby you can 
beſaved, and I bleſs God as I dienot as 
afool, foalſo I dic notfor evil doing , not 
afew.of you mayhapilzjudge that L ſuffer 
asa Thief, oras a Murderer, as an evil 
Doer, or. as a buſie-body in other mens 
matters, that was the. lot, of. our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift himſelf, and hath been the 
lot of many of his- precious people. and 
ſeryants, to ſuffer by the World as evil 
doers , and as my ſoul ſtirs not at thar, but 
deſires torejozcen being in conformity-to 
my bleſtcd head, ; andio bleſſed a company 
in theſe things, ſo do I delire in prayer that 
1 may beto noneof you to day onthis ac- 
count aſtone of ſtumbling, or a Rock otof- 
fence, : ' * Bleſſed 


0 
Bleſſed is he'that will not be offended inChrift, 
and hispoor ſervants, becauſe of their bein 
condeirned as evil doers by the World, Gold 
Is my record that in theſe things for which ſen- 
tence of death hath paſſed againſt me, Thavea 
good Conſcience, I bleſs Ged they are not mat- 
ters of Compliance. with the SeCtaries, or de- 
fignes and practicesagainſt his Majeſties perſon, 
or Covernment , or the Perſon or Government 
of his Royal Father, my. heart I bleſs God is. 
.Conſcious of no dilloyalty , nay Loyal I have 
been, and commend it to you all, to be Loyal 
and Obedientuntothe King, true piety is the 
foundation of true loyalty ; a Wicked man may 
beaflatterer,and a time ſerver, but he will ne- 
verbe a loyalSubject, but to returnto my pur- 


* Aatters, for, which 1 am condemned , are 
matters belonging to wy calling and funCtion, 
"as a Miniſter of the Goſpel; ſuch as the diſco- 
'very and reproof of fin , and preſſing the hold- 
"Ing faſt the Oath of Gcd'and the Coyenant, 
In preferving and carrying on the workof Reli- 
''gion and Reformation , according thereun- 
"to', and denying . to acknowledg the civil: 
 Mageſtrace to be the competent Judge in. 
matters Eccleſiaſtical , that in all- theſe things: 
which Gcd ſo ordering by his gracious provi-- 
dence are the ground vfmy ſentence and _ : 
E.: 


4; 
have a good conſcience, as having walked there- 
in according to the light and rule of Gods word, 
a3 doth become a Miniſter of the Gap I ds 
alſo- bleſs the Lord that I do not dye as one 
not defired, I know that of not a few Ihave 
-never beennor am deſired : It hath been my lot 
to have been a man of contention and forrow ; 
but it 8 my comfort that for my own things] 
have not contended , but for the things of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and for what relates to his Intereft 
and Work , and well being of his people, in 
order to the preſerving and promoting of 
theſe I did proteſt againſt , and ſtood in-op- 
polition to thoſe Aſſemblies at St. Axdrews, 
and Duzdee, and Edexburg , and the publique 
reſolution of bringing the Malignant party to 
judicature, and Armies of this Kingdom , as 
concelving the ſame contrary to the Word of 
God, and to our Solemn Covenant, and In- 
#agement, . and to be an inlet to defeQion, 
and to the ruine and deſtrucion of the Work 
of God , as it is now manifeſt to this day to 
mens Conſciences. I have not therein been 
miſtaken, and was not fighting againſt the man 
of ſtraw, I was alſo defjirons to have ſome 
poor Indeavour ,: to have the Church of God 
Ppurgedfrom inſufficient,{candalous, and corrupt 


AMnuſters and Elders. 
74 
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- For theſe things, I haye been miſtaken by ſome,and 


- hared by others: bur I bleſle the Lord, as Ihad the - 
ceftimony ef my own conſcience,l am there in a appro- 
ving, and inthe conſcience of many of thz Lords peo-, 
ple and precious. ſervants, and how little ſoever I 


may dye nor defired by ſome, yer by theſe I know 1 


dye defired, and their approbation is of more value to - 


me then all the contradictions and reproaches of the 
other :: I doe with all my heart forgive-them, and 


wherein I have offended any ef them I doe beg their 
metcy and forgiveneſle, and doe from my ſoul wiſh 


that my death may be profitable unco borh,thar the ene 


may be confirmed in the ſweet way of the Lord, and 
thar the, other ( ifthe Lord will) may be convinced, 

and ceaſe from thoſe things that are not good,and dee . 
not edifie. Bur yer there 15 one thing 1 would warne . 


you all. of, 'thar God is wroth, yea very wro:h with 
| Scotlandand threatens te depart and remove his can- 
eleftick. The Cauſes of his wroth are many,and would 
to God thar were not one. great cauſe, that. the cauſes 


of his wroth are deſpil'd and reje&ed by a great many, | 
Conſider. that 'caſe that is recorded Jer. 26. and the 


conſequence of ir, and tremble and fear. I carnor 
bur alſo ſay, there is a great increaſe of wreth by the 
deluge of. prophanicy that overflowes the Land, and 


tarh reins (looſed ynoir every where ; in ſo farchar 
many h ve loft net.only che uſe and cxerciſe of Religi- 


on, but .even- morallity-and common civillicy, that is , 


to be found even among heathen, | 

. Secondly, The horrible treachery and perjury that 
and work of reformation; Be. aſtoniſhed ye Heavens 
at this, ſhall the people break the Covenant and pro- 
ſper, ſaith the Lord, ?. Shall the Throne of jniquity 
have fellowſbip mg, which; frameth quifenete 

." | y 


) 


is.in.the! matter of the Covenant.and Cauſe of God, 


(wOY/ 

by a Law. 1 fear the Lore isabout to bring 4 Sword on: 
this Land, which ſhall aveng the Covenant, | 

Thirdly, Horrible Ingratitude after. ten years op- 
preffion and bondage; * He- hath- broken the yqakc of / 
Strangers from off yQur neck*,bur what doewe render. 
unto the Lord for all his kindnefle ? Mot of the fruic 
of our deliverance is to wotk wickedneſfe and ftreng- ' 
then our ſelves ro doe evill. 2s HH ALETE? 2 2 

Fourrhly, Moſt fearfull Idolatry and facrificing to 
che creature; We : have changed the glory of the in- 
corruptible God'into the Image of a corruptible man, 
in whom many have placed almoſt all. rheir falvation 
and deſires, and have turned that which might have 
been a blefſing unto us ( being kept into a due ſubordi- 
nation unto Cod ) in:oan Idol of Faloufie,byprefer- k 
rig ir before him. | OO 28 12" 
5. Godis alſo wroth with a corrupt and catmabge--. 
neration of corrupt and carnal rime-ſerving Miniſters';. 


- «... 


' I know and bear Teſtimony, there is your true and 


faichful Miniſters, ; blefſed be God, we-haye yet ma- 

ny who ſtudy their duty, anddefire to be: found fairh-" 
ful unto the Lord ; 'and'1 pray yowto Honour, Reve-' 
rence, and Ffteem much of thoſe for chetr Work ſake ; 
& k pray them to be encouraged intheir Lord and Ma- 

ſter, whois with them, to make them an TR Pillar, 
and Brazen Wall, and a ftrong Defenced City, in 

their faithful following ofrheir Duty: Bur Ochar there | 
were not too many that minde Earthly things; that are ' 
enemies to the Croſs of Chi, wie putt wich the? 
ſide and: ſhoulder, who ſtrengthen the hand 'ef evil. 
Doers, who make themfelyes Tranſpreffors, by thi- 
dying tb build what'formetly chey did deffroy, Imjexr 
Prelacy, and the Service Book, andthe Myfterie of 
Iniquity that works on-us, whoſe ſtepslead us tothe: 
Hoylſe of the great Whore, and Mother of Fornicati- - 

et an; 
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on ; and whoever he be that builds this Jericho, let 
him take heed of thar Curſe of the Flying 'Rowle 
menioned in Zach. 5. and Tet all Minitters take.heed 
char they walk and be ftedfaft in rhe Faith, ahd quir 
themſelves, and be ſtrong, and give ſealonable wain- 
ing concerning fin and Duty : Many of the Lord's 
people do ſadly cemplain of the fainting and filence of 
many Watchmen ; and it concerns them ro conſider 
what God calls for at their hand in fuch a day ; Si» 
lence now in a Watchman, now when he 1s called to 
freak, and ro give his Teftimony on the peril' of his 
life, is doubtleſs a great fin : The Lord epen the 
mourhs of 'his Servants to ſpeak his Word with all 
boldneſs; Thar Covenant-breaking may be diſcover- 
ed and. reproved, and that the Kingdome of Chrif 
may not be ſupplanted, nor the ſouls of his people be 
| Teſttoyed withour a Warning.  Thave buta few words 
20re to. adde ; All thar. are prophane among you, 1 
xhort. ro Repentance'; for the day of the Lord's 
wrath haſineth, and is neer ; bur there is yer a Dex 
of mercy opened unto you, if you will nor deſpiſe 
the day of ſalvation. , All you that are Malignant, 4d 
Reproachers of Godlinefs,. and of tuch as'live gedly, 
"take heed what you do ;, it will be a hard matter .for 
you ro kick againſt pricks:; you make your ſelves: che 
Buts of the Lord's fury and flaming Indignation, if 
you do nor ceaſe, and repent, of your Ungodly' ceeds:: 
All that are Neurers,289 Tndifferent Luk&-warm Pro- 
feflors, be zealous, leſt che Lord ſpew you our of his 
mouth. And you chat repent” for all 'the abonunari- 
ons that are done inthe-City, and in'the Land; and 
that take pleaſure in the ſtones and*duſt of Zion, -caft 
not away your confidence,” b1t-be'tomForted and 'ch- 
couraged in the Lotd, he will yer appear for your 
" Joy ; God hath not caſt __ people and work in 
x 


Pritais 
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Britain and Ireland ; T hope it (hall once appear and 
revive by the power of his Spirit, and take root down- 
ward, and bring forth plenciful fruic upward ; thereis 
et a holy Seed, a Root whom God will preſerve, and 
being forth ; bur how long and dark ous night may be, 
I do not knew ; The Lord ſhorten it for the ſake of 
his Choſen, In the mean time be you patient and 
immoveable, abounding in che work of the Lord,and 
in love ene to another : Beware of Snares, which are 
ftrowed thick ; Cleave unto the Covenant, and Work 
of Reformation ; Donot decline the Croſs of Chriſt ; 
Chuſe rather co ſuffer affliftion wich the people of 
God, then to enjoy the pleaſure of fin fora ſeaſon ; 
and account the reproaches of the Lord greater riches 
then all the Treaſures of c/£gypt. Ler my death 
orieve none of you, it will be more ke and 
advantagious both for me and yeu,and for the Church 
of God , and for 'Chrift's Intereſt, then my life 
could have been ; I Forgive all men the Guilr 
of it, and deſire you. to do ſo alfs : Pray for 
chem that perſecute you, Bleſs chem thar Curſe you, 
Bleſs I ay, and Curſe not. + | | 
I dye in the Faith of the Apoftles and Primitive 
Chriſtians and Proteſtant Reformed Church, particue - 
larly chat Church of Scotland , whereof I am a Mem- 
ber and Miniſter,” and bear my Teftimony and Wir 
- nefſe. rothe Do&rine and Diſcipline of the Church 
of Scotland, by Afemblies , Syned , Presbyreries, 
and Secieties ; Popery, Prelacy,and alſo their Trum- 
pery of Service and Ceremony I doe abhor, and bear 
my wicneffing unto the National Covenant in Scotland, 
Solemn League between the three Kingdomes ; the 
Sacred Solemn and Publick Oath of God I cannor be- 
 lieve can be looſed by or diſpenſed with by any Perion 
er Power, or any one en earth, but are flill binding 
on 
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on theſe Nations, and will be for ever hereafter, and 
are Ratified and ſealed by the Convertion of many 
thouſand Souls fince onr entring therein': I bear my 
wicneſie unto, the Proteſtarion againſt the Contraverr- 
ed Aflembiy and their:publick Reſskicion, To the retii- 
. Mmony given againſt che Se&artes. Againſt char courſe of 

defeRtion that 15 now in the Land, and all che branches 
thereof in thar.' : CO 

In the laſt place I bear my witneſle to the Croſſe of 
Chriſt, and that I had never cauſe, nor have cauſe chis 
day to repent of any thing I have ſutfeted er can ſuf- 
fer for his Name ; and I rake God to Record upon my 
Soul, '1- would nor exchange this Scaffold with the 
faireft Palace or Mirer of the Greateſt Prelate ; ble(- 
{ed be God who hath ſhewed Mercy unto ſuch a 
Wretch, and hath revealed his Son unco me, and made 
mea Miniſter of the Everlaſting Goſpel, that he hath 
dignified me inthe midſt of much Contradi&ion from 
Sathan and the World , to fulfill my Miniſtry on che 
hearts of not a' few of his People, eſpecially in the 
Stage wherein I laſt was, IT mean the Congregation of 
the Presbyrerie of Sterling, God forgive thar poor 
vain empty man that did there Intrude my labour , and 
hath made a prey of many poor Souls , and hath expo- 
ſed others to reproach, and opprefion, and a famine 
of the Word of the Lord , God forgive thar miſ(- 
leader of the poor People , who tempred them to re- 
je& their alone Miniſter ; the Father of Mercy pirry 
char poor miſlead people , and the Lord dire& the 
Congregations and Presbyteries of Scotland once 
. More with faithfull Paſtors, and grant that the Work 
of the Lord may be revived through all Britta» and 
over all the World : Chrift is my Light and my Life, 
my Righceouſnefle,my Strength, and my Salvation,he 
ts alſo my Salvation and all my defice is in him ;. 1 wo 

Wm 
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with all che ſtrength of my Soul commend him to you : 
Bleſſed are they that are not offended in him ; Bleſſe 
him O my Soul from henceforch, and for'ever rejoyce, 
rejoyce, yea rejoyce all thatlove him, be patient and 
rejoyce in Tribulation ; blefled are ye, and blefled 
ſhall you be forever, and everlafting love and Erer- 
mall Salvation 1s yours, all are yours,- ye are Chriſts, 
and Chrift is Gods, 


Remeneber me O' Lord with the favour thou bear- 
eft to thy one _ direft me with thy ſalvation , 
that I may ſee the good of thy choſen therein, that 
I may rejoyce with the gladneſſe of thy Nation, that 
.I may glory with thy Inheritance ; now let thy Ser- 
vant depart in peace, ſince my eyes have ſeen thy 
Salvation, 


FINIS. 
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